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J^s cf June 6, I 95 I, Carl-anfl Anne Braden and Alberta Abeam 
e the only nembers of the KCM «ho ^re white. On May 79 , T951, 
e and Carl Braden attended a iieeting of the MCM at the laaanuel 
tist Church, Louisville, Kentucky, Plans were forwed to break 
n segregation in the •greyhound Bus Station in Louisville, The 
dens went along with other representatives of the MCM to talk 
the aanarer of the Greyhound Bus Station. . 
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A s-enabn tras preaciied on February 1955, by • *^^'=1- 

verend William Howard Melish at the Protestant Episcopal Church'” 
the Holy Trinity, Brooklyn, Kew York, A booklet was published 
the Episcopal League for Social Action which is characterized 
the booklet as a national, onofficial organization made up of 
shops, clergy and laymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
e United States who are concerned with -the application of 
ristian principles to the contemporary social order in such 
eas as international peace, civil liberties and social change, 
e sermon was entitled “When Christians Become Subversive* and 
s the story of the life of Anne Braden, her religious background 
d upbringing and the development of her interest in the welfare 
the Negro race. The sermon relates to the story of the *Wade 


se," the indictment of seven individuals for sedition, including 


rl and Anne Braden, and the conviction of Carl Braden. In his 
raon Reverend Melish stated that there was no proof linking the 
adens with dynamiting the Wade home but that a surprise witness 
s introduced who testified she acted as an informant for the FBI 
d joined the CP, being inducted into the CP by Carl Braden, 
e sermon characterized as ’’astonishing* that she had acted 
an informant for the FBI since January, 1951, in view of the 
ct that this informant and Anne Braden were arrested in Jackson, 
i»iississippi, in connection with a civil rights demonstration 
a October, 1952. Melish stated "Obviously someone was engaged in 
uplicity or else misrepresenting the truth.* Melish stated that 
Ehere is “little substance* to the charges of criminal syndicalsia, 
Bcdition and subversion and asked the question “Is the desire for 
simple racial justice sedition and subversion?" Melish suggested 
That the National Council of Churches coae to the aid of the 
Bradens, 






During February, 1955, a mimeographed letter on -the 
etterhead of the World Fellowship, Inc orrpo rated. Concord, 

^ew Hampshire, dated February 17, 1955, was given wide-spriad * 
sailing. This letter was over the signature of Dr, Willard Uphaus,' 
Executive Director, Uphaus made reference to the sermon of 
Hevercnd Melish and stated he was “astonished and grieved that the . 
cizens of Louisville, Kentucky, could permit such a miscarriage . 
justice as that which befell Anne, and Carl Braden.* *Uphaus further 
ated "They are being framed under an old sedition statute.* 
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y the ECLC stated in part * because be helped bis 
h a bouse* a believing and practicing Christian is 
ed to jail for fifteen years.* According to the . 

• October 8, 1951, the ECU vas foraed on October --- 
0 notables to help nobilize public opinion in 
Anerican Constitutional guarantees of civil ^ 
e issue of August, 1954. of -Political Affairs - 
icle by Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, convicted CP 
hich referred to the ECLC as one of the forces 
;c defense of the Bill of Rights today. • 
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Carl Braden was in attendance and took a leading part -in 
rational meeting of •The Coomittee on Local Arrangeaents 
inference on Voting Restrictions in Southern States* whicl 
lanuary 21, 1958, at the Asbury Methodist Church, 11th &ni 
■Rashinzton. D.C. * . 
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